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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious 
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  
Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, 
forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with 
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A 
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

 

In our readings today: Having spared faithful Noah and his family from the flood, the Lord established 
His covenant with them, “and with every living creature,” that never again would there be “a flood to 
destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:9–11). He signed and sealed this everlasting covenant with His rainbow in 
the clouds, by which He sees and remembers His promise that “the waters shall never again become a 
flood to destroy all flesh” (Gen. 9:13–16). Although creation suffers under the curse of sin, the Lord 
preserves and orders creation for the benefit of His Church. In particular, all of creation is redeemed and 
sanctified by the incarnate Son of God. “Take heart,” and “do not be afraid,” for He is with you on the 
sea. He is not a ghost, but He has come in the flesh to save you. He has gotten “into the boat” with you, 
and the wind that was against you has ceased (Mark 6:45–51). For He is the Word and promise of the 
Father, and His own flesh and blood are the covenant by which you are “strengthened with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being” (Eph. 3:16–17). 
 

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body 
and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our 
union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Christians 
receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the 
faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-
26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily 
do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not yet been 
instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth, 
we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of 
our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His 
sake.  Amen 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

Exchange of Peace 
By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s encouragement to “greet one 
another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12) during the Church’s 
worship. Though the place in the worship service and the manner of this greeting have changed 
throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy howdy” or 
a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness that 
Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you.” 
 
Please stand and remain standing 
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Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Invocation (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name.) 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own.  We recognize our 
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.) 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.) 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.) 
 Psalm 145:1–3, 6–7; antiphon: v. 5 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
I will extol you, my God and King, 
 and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you 
 and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 
They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
 and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 
 and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
 

Gloria Patri 

 

 
 

Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.”  In the presence of 
Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)  LSB 186 
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in a 
song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.) 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 
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Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.) 

 

 
 

Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the 
Gospel theme for the day.)   

P Let us pray  

 Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, strengthen our faith 
and give us courage to believe that in Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.) 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 9:8–17 
 8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my covenant with you and 
your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, 
and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of 
the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that 
is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 
seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the Old 
Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.) 
 Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
 To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 3:14–21 
 14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may have strength to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 
 20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 
the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
 

Alleluia  LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:45–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

 
 45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other 
side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46And after he had taken leave of them, he 
went up on the mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and 
he was alone on the land. 48And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind 
was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 
He meant to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a 
ghost, and cried out, 50for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the 
wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for they did not understand about the loaves, 
but their hearts were hardened. 
 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 
54And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him 55and ran about the 
whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. 
56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the 
marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as 
many as touched it were made well. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture.  We confess that faith using one of 
three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.) 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day.  Each hymn 
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.) 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770 
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Sermon “Hardness of Heart”     

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our 
lives today.) 

 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Offering: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He 
has given.) 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, and for 
people throughout the world.) 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has done 
and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 
having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our 
sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling 
Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God with 
the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9).) LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and 
answer us.) 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body and blood 
in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)  LSB 197 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus before 
the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)  LSB 197 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ, our 
Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)  LSB 198 
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Sit 
 

Distribution 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness LSB 809 
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Be Still, My Soul LSB 752 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee LSB 632 

 

 

 
Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the Sacrament, 
we give thanks and go forth in peace.) 
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it would 
show forth in our lives.) 

 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benedicamus 
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Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends.  We go forth with our Lord’s blessing and 
His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).) LSB 202 

 

 
Sit 
 

Closing Hymn: 
All Depends on Our Possessing LSB 732 

 

 

 

 
 

(stanzas 5&6 on next page) 
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5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 
All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
    I commit to Him my way. 

6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 
God my weary soul will strengthen; 
    All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
    Safe I anchor in His grace. 

 
 
Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness 
for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved 
grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 

 

Altar flowers today were given to the Glory of God by Tanner and Gabbi Pietsch! 
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July 28th, 2024 
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically 

Model and share the gospel with the lost. 
Grace Lutheran Church 
308 Byrne, Smithville, TX.78957 
Office Phone:   512-237-2108 
Fax Number:    512 237-2832 
Email:  gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com 
Web Site:  www.glcs.org 

Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst 
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957 
Office Phone:  512-360-2800 
Fax Number:   512-237-5990 
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com 

Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service 
Elders: 
 
 

Altar 
Guild: 

Davey Kadlecek 
Colby Zimmerhanzel 
 

Wendy Rohde 
Nelda Rohde 

Organist(s): 
 
 
 
 

June Parker 
Esther Wolff  
Kim Appel  
Ruth Eaton 

 

AT GRACE THIS WEEK 
Sun. Jul 28 Mon Jul 29 Tue. Jul 30 Wed. Jul 31 
8:45pm- Sunday School & Bible 
Class 
10am- Worship/Communion 
 

  
 

Thurs. Aug. 1 Fri. Aug. 2 Sat. Aug. 3 Sun. Aug. 4 

6pm-LWML   8:45pm- Sunday School & Bible 
Class 
10am- Worship/Communion 

Attendance  
Sunday Worship (7/21) 92 

 

Visit with Pastor 
If you need to contact Pastor Woelmer, you can do so via e-mail (rev.davidwoelmer@gmail.com) or phone 

(214-218-8354). Pastor Woelmer is normally in the office Monday through Thursday. He is available in the 
afternoons, but often uses that time to make nursing home, hospital or home visits.  

 

Adult Bible Study 
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM continues each week, led by the pastor. Join us to spend time together in God’s 
Word.  

Online Resources 
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular week, this 
is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce someone to our 
congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to sermons from previous 
weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website, www.glcs.org.  

 

KFUO Bible Study Resources 
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Finish studying Zechariah and begin studying Malachi on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue studying the Gospel of Luke on Thy Strong Word 
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear stories from across the LCMS on The Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:30 
a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio app! 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
For the months of June, July and August, the office hours will be different. I will not be in the office in the 
mornings but will be here in the afternoons of Tuesday through Friday instead. Please don’t hesitate to 

contact me on my cell (512-595-4440) if you need anything from the office. -Lisa 
 

http://www.glcs.org/
http://www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/
http://www.glcs.org/
http://kfuo.org/
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Adult Instruction Class 
In August, we will begin a new adult instruction class. This class will teach the Christian faith and dive deep 
into the doctrine of the Lutheran church through Martin Luther's Small Catechism. This class is intended for 

those who seek to become communicant members of our congregation, but if this doesn't apply to you, you're 
certainly welcome to attend and learn more about the Lutheran church! Join us on Sundays after church from 

11:30-12:30.  
 

Sunday School Rally Day 
Join the Board of Education on Sunday, August 11th for their annual Sunday School Rally Day! Following the 

service, we will eat lunch together and will give thanks for the work of our Sunday School teachers and 
recognize the children who will be moving up in their classes. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided, but 

the congregation is asked to bring chips and desserts.  
 

New Podcast!  
    Check out our new podcast, called "The Faithful Word." On this podcast, you'll find 
devotions, miscellaneous episodes, and sermons so you can spend time in God's Word 
wherever you are. Each daily "Congregation at Prayer" devotion is 12 minutes long! Play it 
in the car or while you've got some free time at home. 
    The main motivation and purpose for this podcast is to help our shut-in and homebound 
members hear and receive God's Word, so I would greatly appreciate it if you like, 
subscribe, comment, and share the podcast! That will help tremendously to get the Word 
out. 
 

 

    The podcast can be found through: 
1) Our website (glcs.org). Click "Our Ministries" then scroll down to the "GLC Podcast." 
2) Our Facebook page. 
3) Our Podbean website at https://gracelutheransmithville.podbean.com/. There you'll find the links to access 
the podcast through Apple Podcasts, YouTube, and iHeart Radio. 

 

Ivan Fritsche Funeral at St. Michael’s in Winchester 
Ivan Fritsche passed away peacefully at home on July 22, 2024 at the age of 89. Funeral Services for Ivan will 

be held at 10:00am on Wednesday, August 14, 2024 at St. Michael's Lutheran Church in Winchester with 
interment in our church cemetery to immediately follow the funeral. 

Family and friends will gather following the cemetery service for light refreshments at the fellowship hall. 
Please keep his family and friends in your prayers at their time of loss as they mourn, yet with the certainty of 

Jesus’ empty tomb. 
 
 

August 4th, 2024 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 16:2-15 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16 
Gospel Reading: John 6:22-35 

http://glcs.org/
https://gracelutheransmithville.podbean.com/
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Share the Gift of Love 

Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s 

high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education and faith 

development. If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent 

Action Grant or volunteer your time and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck. 
** FLHS now has ACH payment options available. You can set up monthly, quarterly, or even yearly 

payments to FLHS without the hassle of remembering to write a check. Please contact us to learn more.  
 

New Student Registration  

Registration for the 2024-2025 school year is underway.  We already have new students enrolled and 

would love to welcome you into our Falcon family as well.  Call us at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a 

shadow day or visit our website at www.flhstx.org for registration information.  
 

Transportation Fund 

Did you know FLHS is raising funds to purchase a transportation option? FLHS plans to use this fund to 
purchase a bus to help transport our students to extracurricular activities and events.  We have already 

made significant progress, but please consider a donation to help us finish raising the funds needed to 

move forward with this project.  
Thanks to some wonderful supporters, we are moving closer to our goal each week! Thank you for your 

support!!  
 

Save the Date!  

FLHS’s annual Oktoberfest will be Saturday, October 26th.  The Battle of the Vines and The Battle of 

the Brew, our home brew competitions are back, so start planning your brews now. Our traditional 

German meal, domino tournament, auction, cornhole tournament, music, kids games, fellowship, and 
lots of fun are sure to be had. Make plans to attend this wonderful event!   
 

Amazon Wish List  

FLHS has created a wish list on Amazon, for needed materials for the upcoming school year. The 
easiest way to find it is by clicking on the link on the FLHS Facebook page or website. Thank you for 

your generous support!! 
 

http://www.flhstx.org/

